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Capital Region's fabric more diverse

Minority numbers help growth, better reflect nation, census says

By Chris Churchill Staff writer

Published 12:01 a.m., Wednesday, March 30, 2011 

Minority communities in the Capital Region are expanding rapidly and fueling overall growth, which is making the unusually homogenous area more like the rest of the nation.

Newly released census data show that the number of non-Hispanic whites in the region's four counties combined actually declined during the decade leading to the 2010 count. 

But the Asian population soared by 72.2 percent. 

The black population climbed by 27.6 percent. 

And the number of Hispanics rose by 77.4 percent. 

"We knew the Latino community was growing rapidly," said Monica Arias Miranda, head of Hispanic Coalition NY, based in Duanesburg. "Now we have numbers."

To be sure, the Capital Region is still less diverse than much of the country. Non-Hispanic whites here comprise 82.4 percent of the population, compared to 72.4 percent nationally. 

But if not for growing minority communities, the region's population would be stagnant.

Indeed, the number of non-Hispanic whites fell from 695,853 in 2000 to 690,763 in 2010.

Overall, the four-county population increased from 794,293 to 837,967, a 5.5 percent increase.

The Census asked Hispanics to indicate their race, so their numbers include those who listed themselves as white and Hispanic, or black and Hispanic. People could also check "Some Other Race."

The Capital Region's growing diversity is most evident in the area's three largest cities, which each saw sharp falls in the number of non-Hispanic whites. 

Nowhere was that more true than in Schenectady, where an outflow of 8,063 non-Hispanic whites led that group's share of the city population to drop from 74.5 to 57.5 percent. 

The city's black population, meanwhile, rose from 14.8 to 20.1 percent of the overall total, while its Hispanic and Asian populations climbed to 10.4 percent and 3.6 percent, respectively.

Albany is the Capital Region city that is closest to having minority groups become the collective majority. 

Albany's non-Hispanic white population fell from 61.1 to 54 percent of the population. 

The city's black population climbed from 28.1 to 30.7 percent, while Hispanics grew from 5.6 to 11.6 percent and Asians climbed from 3.3 to 4.9 percent.

In Troy, the non-Hispanic white population fell from 80.2 to 72.9 percent, while blacks climbed from 11.4 to 16.3 percent and Hispanics rose from 4.3 to 7.9 percent. 

Troy's Asian population declined slightly -- from 3.5 percent to 3.4 percent.

The three cities showed overall population gains in the 2010 census, reversing a pattern of decline that began in the 1950s. But the growing minority communities suggest the gains are not due to a return of residents from the surrounding suburbs, where the population remains overwhelmingly non-Hispanic white.

The census doesn't track where new arrivals are coming from, but demographers note that Internal Revenue Service data show the Capital Region has seen a continuing influx from New York City and its suburbs.

"The in-migration that were getting is from areas where there are large minority populations," said Rocco Ferraro, head of the Capital Region Regional Planning Commission.

Samantha Friedman, a University at Albany sociology professor, said the Capital Region remains a second-choice destination for immigrants.

"People aren't just coming to America and settling in Albany," Friedman said. "They are coming here from other areas (of the country) that are experiencing economic difficulty."

Demographers have long considered the Capital Region to be unusually homogenous among the nation's metropolitan areas.

But the census shows that the area is becoming much more of a multicultural patchwork -- repeating the pattern experienced by metropolitan areas around the nation.

"We're not like the rest of the country," Ferraro said. "But we're catching up."

Racial diversity increases

The Capital Region's non-Hispanic white population declined slightly from 2000 to 2010. But minority communities grew rapidly:

2000 2010 percent

Group population population change

Non-Hispanic white 695,853 690,763 down 0.7%

Black 52,449 66,926 up 27.6%

Hispanic 19,777 35,103 up 77.4%

Asian 15,661 26,975 up 72.2%

Note: Numbers are for Albany, Schenectady, Rensselaer and Saratoga counties. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Capital District Regional Planning Commission
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